
10820 version 2



Level 2


4 Credits

Write short news stories

This standard is not suitable for ESOL learners (unless assessed in their own language e.g. te reo) or other limited language skill learners.

Learners must provide at least TWO 200–400 word stories (approx); THREE, if stories are shorter. 150 words should be the minimum required.

Must be news of real events i.e. actuality, not features, profiles etc. AND must include at least ONE ‘hard’ news story – the presentation of only ‘soft’ news stories (human interest, fluffy duck, ‘a funny thing happened’ stories) is not sufficient.

Element 1

PC1.1

Intros must have impact: dull intros of ‘On Monday 25 March…’style will not suffice. Intros need an angle / hook.

PC 1.2

Must conform to recognised news story conventions: e.g. top down, inverted pyramid, 5 Ws and H opening sentence (max. 25 words), and editable to fit available space by deleting paragraphs from the bottom up without losing essential main info etc).

PC1.3

Needs evidence of information from other sources that has been paraphrased e.g interview notes, data, statistics, etc then ‘translated’ accurately for the stories.

PC1.4

Clarity should include active voice, simple and clear vocabulary, simple syntax, and paragraphing (normal practice is 2-3 sentence paragraphs maximum in news stories).

PC1.5

Stories must be fair, accurate and balanced (range of viewpoints/spokespeople).

PC1.6

Facts and opinions must be clearly differentiated: evidence of both.

PC 1.7

Stories must provide evidence of acknowledged/quoted sources .

Element 2

PC2.1

Formality of language can be flexible to suit the publication but a style book or example of the publication should be provided for verification of appropriateness, and grammar rules should still be observed.

Capitals and punctuation should be consistent (one or two lapses at most). 

Journalism practice of numbers should be followed, e.g 1-10 in words, larger numbers in numerals, etc,

Abbreviations should in general be avoided.

Honorifics (titles such as Mrs Mr, Dr, Major etc) should be correct e.g. no full stops after Mr, Mrs etc).

PC 2.2

Presentation ready for publication should include some parameters of conventions of journalism copy, such as: 
(most of) typed, 12 point Times New Roman (or other standard serif font), double line spaced, 4 cm left margin, end with byline, a word count, followed by 'ENDS'.

PC2.3

An appropriate illustration must be suggested for each story – at the foot of the copy, not in the final publication. The illustration does not have to be used but should be appropriate (i.e. focus on the central aspect of the story) and feasible.


